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Abstract

The aim of this work is to analyze and justify the Jordanian stand
against Gulf crisis within the period August 1990-March 1991,

Jordan accord national interests utmost priority, out of its firm
belief that national interests provides the basis for successful national
policy on all levels. A matter which explains the determination of the
Jordanian policy makers to peacefully settle all Arab disputes foremost
of which is the Gulf crisis, the subject of this work.

Al-Sabah family ruled Kuwait since the beginning of the 18th
century and continued to govern under the British mandate, until 1961
when they gained their independence. A matter which displeased Iraq
as it regarded this step as a plan toward the partition of its territory
and a threat to its national interests.

Accordingly, Iraq had attempted constantly to build bridges and
retain reconciliation with Kuwait during the years (1901, 1902, 1939,
1958, 1961, and finally in 1990). However, all of these atternpts were
not fruitful due to external and internal factors.

Jordan Policy was dictated by five factors during the crisis:

1. The geographic factor: Both Jordan and Iraq constitute areas of
mutual strategic depth. :

2. Economic factor: Jordan is dependent on Arab and foreign aids.

3. Historical factor: Jordan's constant support for the Arab Nation.

4, National factor: Stems from the fact that Jordan is concemed
about Arab unity.

5. Religious factor: The Hashemite ruling family is a descendant of
the prophet Mohammad. £EY+1-FV

These factors were basic elements that led Jordan to call for the
settlemetn of Gulf crisis within an Arab framework.

Jordan acted as a mediator to settle the Guif crisis within the Arab
framework out of its belief that Arab security should be saeguarded.
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Jordan's endeavours were hindered by the obstacles placed by
Arab and foreign parties. These parties also contributed to the failure
to reach agreements during the Jeddah's conference attended by Iraq,
Kuwait and Saudi's representatives (31/7/1990) and the Cairo
conference (3/8/1990).

Jordan warned agdinst the moral and material consequences of
hostilities. Jordan observed UN resolutions No's 661 and 665 which

called on boycotting and imposing sanctions on Iraq. Jordan's -

compliance with UN resolutions on Irag had a negative impact agamst
the Jordanian economy.

Jordan did not acknowledge the temporary government that was
imposed in Kuwait and did not acknowledge the invasion of kuwaiti

territory. Jordan called for the immediate withdrawal of the Iraq1
troops from Kuwait.

The Jordanian public stand.was supportive of Iraq pressured the
Jordanian policy maker to adopt a different attitude towards the crisis.
On the other hand, harmony on both the public and official levels
provided a certain level of understanding to resist the economic and
political pressures exerted on the Jordanian foreign policy during that
period. :

Upholding the sovereignty and integrity of the Kingdom, and
maintaining balanced relations with the surrounding Arab countries
continued to be the basis for Jordanian foreign policy. This policy
established a link between the Gulf crisis and the Arab-Israeli conflict
revealing the double standards approach in dealing with the UN
resolutions towards the region problem.

Jordan faced the consequences of the Gulf crisis with further
solidarity and reason. Jordan has also faced the challenges imposed on
its economy following the blockade of the Agaba port by the allies.
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